
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER No. 92-105

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

Ridgemont Development, Inc.; Watt Residential, Inc. and Watt Industries/Oakland, Inc. dba
Ridgemont Development, Inc.; Watt Industries/Oakland, Inc.; Watt Residential, Inc.; Watt
Housing Corporation; Alcoa Construction Systems, Inc.; Challenge Developments, Inc.; AP
Construction Systems, Inc.; F.M. Smith andEvelyn Ellis Smith; Realty Syndicate; and Aluminum
Company ofAmerica

Leona Heights Sulfur Mine and Mining Waste Disposal Site
Oakland Hills, Alameda County

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region. (hereinafter
called the Board) finds that:

1. Ridgemont Development, Inc, and Watt Residential, Inc. and Watt Industries/Oakland,
Inc. dba Ridgemont Development, Inc. are the current property owners of the Leona
Heights Sulfur Mine and Mining Waste Disposal Site (hereinafter called the Site) located
in the Oakland Hills near the junction of Interstate 580 and State Highway 13.
Ridgemont Development Company submitted a Report ofWaste Discharge (ROWD) on
July 22, 1991 consisting of a Mine Closure and Post-Closure Maintenance Plan. The
ROWD is hereby incorporated as part of this Order.

2. It appears that the Site was operated as a sulfur mine from approximately 1900 - 1929
by the Leona Chemical Company. The site at this time was owned by F.M. Smith and
Evelyn Ellis Smith, and Realty Syndicate. Since cessation ofmining activities, conditions
at the site have changed very little. On November 1, 1984, Title 23, Subchapter 15 of
the California Code of Regulations was adopted requiring all dischargers of abandoned
mining sites to submit a ROWD in compliance to Article 7 of this subchapter.
Consequently, the current site owner, all previous property owner site owners since
November 1, 1984, and all owners from the period ofmining activity, are responsible for
proper closure and maintenance of the mined area. As such, RIDGEMONT
DEVELOPMENT, INC.; WATT RESIDENTIAL, INC. AND WATI INDUSTRIES/OAKlAND,
INC. dba RIDGEMONT DEVELOPMENT, INC.; WATI INDUSTRIES/OAKLAND, INC.; WATI
RESIDENTIAL, INC.; WATT HOUSING CORPORATION; ALCOA CONSTRUCTION
SYSTEMS, INC.; CHALLENGE DEVELOPMENTS, INC.; AP CONSTRUCTION SYSTEMS,
INC.; F.M. SMITH AND EVELYN ELLIS SMITH; REALTY SYNDICATE; and ALUMINUM
COMPANY OF AMERICA are hereinafter called the dischargers.

3. Sulfur-bearing ore was mined from this location and possibly used to manufacturer paint
pigments and sulfuric acid. Sulfuric acid production isa fairly simple process most likely






















